THE INCA OF PERUSALEM

I attach such importance to that.

ERMYNTRUDE [gushing] Oh, I know I shall

THE PRINCESS. You must not expect too much. There Is my
uncle. He is very severe and hasty; and he is my guardian. I once
had a maid I liked very much; but he sent her away the very first
time.

ERMYNTRUDE. The first time of what, Your Highness?

THE PRINCESS. Oh, something she did. I am sure she had never
done it before; and I know she would never have done it again,
she was so truly contrite and nice about it.

ERMYNTRUDE. About what, Your Highness?

THE PRINCESS. Well, she wore my jewels and one of my
dresses at a rather improper ball with her young man; and rny
uncle saw her.

ERMYNTRUDE. Then he was at the ball too, Your Highness?

THE PRINCESS [struck by the inference} I suppose he must have
been. I wonder! You know, it's very sharp of you to find that
out. I hope you are not too sharp.

ERMYNTRUDE. A lady's maid has to be, Your Highness. [She
produces some letters]. Your Highness wishes to see my testi-
monials, no doubt. I have one from an Archdeacon. [She proffers
the letters].

THE PRINCESS [taking them] Do archdeacons have maids? How
curious!

ERMYNTRUDE. No, Your Highness. They have daughters. I
have first-rate testimonials from the Archdeacon and from his
daughter.

THE PRINCESS [reading them] The daughter says you are in
every respect a treasure. The Archdeacon says he would have
kept you if he could possibly have afforded it. Most satisfactory,
I'm sure.

ERMYNTRUDE. May I regard myself as engaged then, Your
Highness?

THE PRINCESS [alarmed] Oh, I'm sure I dont know. If you like,
of course; but do you think I ought to?

ERMYNTRUDE, Naturally I think Your Highness ought to,
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